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‘Vivian Ibrahim writes about the Copts of Egypt with clarity. Her
book provides a welcome and eloquent insight into the complexity
and controversial dynamics of Egyptian inter-communal relations.’

– H.E. Dr Boutros Boutros-Ghali, Former Secretary-General of the United
Nations (1992-1997)



THE COPTS OF EGYPT
The Challenges of Modernisation and Identity
Vivian Ibrahim
The Coptic Christians of Egypt have traditionally been portrayed as a ‘beleaguered minority’. This book uses
newly discovered Coptic archival sources to present a vivid and alternative image of the community, examin-
ing Coptic agency in the twentieth century. Vivian Ibrahim reveals a strong Coptic response to the emergence
and threats of Political Islam from the 1940s, and examines how Copts negotiated a role for themselves dur-
ing the colonial period and in Nasser’s post-revolutionary Egypt. Dismissing the monolithic portrayal of the
community, she highlights the varied Coptic factions and groups that contributed to the identity of the Coptic
community in the first half of the twentieth century.

Contents
PART I: Inter-Communal Relations:The Copts and the State (1805-1946)
Chapter 1: Religion and State-Building in the Khedival Period (1798-1882); Chapter 2: The Making of New National
Identities (1882-1919); Chapter 3: Constitutional Politics and Political Islam (1922-1946) 
PART II: Intra-Communal Relations:The Coptic Community from Within (1882-1954)
Chapter 4: Benevolence and Philanthropy (1882-1945); Chapter 5: Factionalism and Corruption (1882-1945); Chapter
6: A Coptic Revolution: Harakat Al-Tathir (1952-1954)

‘This book represents a major departure in the current historiography of modern Egyptian history and is a very
significant contribution to the field.’ – Roberto Mazza, Assistant Professor of History, Western Illinois University

‘An important and timely book which challenges the standard portrayal of identity politics in the modern history
of Egypt and of the Arab Middle East... This book is community history at its best, an essential critical read for
those interested in Egyptian nation and state building as well as in the history of Middle Eastern Christians.’
– Nelida Fuccaro, Reader in the Modern History of the Arab Middle East, SOAS, University of London

Vivian Ibrahim is a Post-Doctoral Researcher examining European-Muslim identities at University College Cork, Ireland.
She holds a PhD from the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London, where she was also a
Teaching Fellow in Middle Eastern History. 
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